
only from their advertising pages, drug journals, and
physicians whose influence they are hoping to get.
Well-known secret nostrum houses of St. Louis and New
York are especially energetic, and spare neither postage
stamps nor even telegraph tolls. Many of the letters
have been forwarded to The Journal by those who re¬
ceived them, although it has not been favored with any
sent direct by the gentlemen managing the enterprise.
When The Journal took up the fight against secret
nostrums, it expected opposition and is not surprised at
the first skirmish of the battle. But we can assure the
gentlemen that they need not be in the least afraid that
the "German chemical houses" will get control of the
Section, any more than will the secret-nostrum houses.
It will be controlled in the future, as in the past, by
physicians of standing in the profession.

DOES NOT TAKE A JOKE.
An English medical statistician, in reporting on the

mortality of his district, for 1899, took the occasion to
suggest that the predominance of male births was in¬
fluenced by the patriotic enthusiasm aroused by the
present war. This was apparently offered as a face¬
tious comment and it was accepted as such by the council
receiving the report. Our British contemporary1 that
gives us the item does not appear to take it kindly as

such. It not only ironically congratulates the council
on its sense of humor, but gravely proceeds to remark
that the figures are too small to afford any sound con¬

clusions, and that a still greater fallacy is involved since
it is impossible to suppose that maternal patriotic zeal
could have affected the sex of unborn children in the
last two or three months of pregnancy. Hence it says :

"absurdities of this kind will do nothing to advance the
position of the medical officer of health as an instructor
of the community." The humor of the suggestion ap¬
pears to have been comparatively innocent ; at the worst
it is only a matter of taste, but the serious consideration
it has received has a still funnier side.

EPILEPSY, RICKETS, AND THE LYMPHATIC
CONSTITUTION.

The association of idiopathic epilepsy—grand mal—
with the lymphatic constitution—persistence of thymus
gland, hyperplasia of lymph nodes, and of spleen--has
been emphasized of late by Ohlmacher. The association
of lymphatism and of idiopathic grand mal has been so

strikingly frequent in the autopsies in Ohlmacher's lab¬
oratory at Gallipolis, Ohio, that a thorough study of
the literature bearing on persistent thymus and on the
lymphatic state became necessary. The clinical condi¬
tion of thymie asthma, or laryngismus stridulus, of in¬
fancy is connected on the one hand with the lymphatic
constitution, of which enlarged thymus is often but a

part, and on the other hand clinicians are wont to asso¬
ciate it with rickets. Tetany and infantile convulsions
are also referred to "the rickety diathesis." With these
considerations in vievr, and guided also by gross path¬
ologic evidences of rickets in some of the epileptics,
Ohlmacher was led to think more and more of the rela¬
tion of idiopathic grand mal and rickets ; and, all things

1 Mod. Press and Cir., May 2.

considered, he became convinced that rickets plays an

important rôle in the development of epilepsy.1 Ohl-
macher^ refer?, with a certain sense of satisfaction, to the
fact that Gowers in 1885 had reached the same conclu¬
sions from purely clinical data obtained from a careful
study of the infantile period of ninety-eight cases of
epilepsy. Gowers was so strongly impressed with the
apparent influence of rickets on the development of
epilepsy that he was led to suggest that a considerable
proportion of cases of epilepsy are really within the
range of preventable diseases. There is reason, then,
for continued effort toward clearing up the relationship
of rickets, epilepsy, and the lymphatic constitution. We
are as yet in the dark as regards the essential nature of
rickets, and the lymphatic state. But at all events, in¬
fant hygiene and feeding should be brought up to the
highest standard so as to do what can be done, in the
light of our present knowledge, to prevent epilepsy and
other neuroses that seem to have some connection with
such diseases of infancy as rickets.

THE PLAGUE AND COMMERCIAL INTERESTS.
The San Francisco Board of Health started out right

when the bubonic plague first developed in that city,
and courageously did its duty in spite of bitter opposi¬
tion. But in the more recent developments it has cer¬

tainly laid itself open to censure. Two weeks ago3 we
noticed the discovery of another case of the plague in
San Francisco's Chinese quarter, the account being sent
to us by telegraph by our regular correspondent. Short¬
ly after his telegram was received, another came in
which we were requested not to publish the matter, as
the merchants' association there desired it kept out of
the papers. Developments show that the merchants
succeeded and that while they kept a knowledge of the
conditions out of the general newspapers—a report of
the case appearing exclusively in The Jouenal—the
disease spread. Secrecy in this instance meant half
measures in fighting the disease, whereas the most en¬
ergetic steps, those which could only be carried out open¬
ly, were demanded. The penny-wise policy has proved
to be a pound-foolish one for the business men of San
Francisco. We have frequently asserted that there is
no danger of the plague spreading in this country, even
though it came to our shores, but if secret half-hearted
measures are to be adopted in deference to commercial
interests, then a different story may have to be told. The
San Francisco Board of Health has been abused by the
newspapers and will be in the future, probably, but none
the less its duty is to protect the people against the
spread of the disease, even if commerce should tempor¬
arily suffer by the publication of the actual conditions.

MEDICAL SOCIETIES.
A British contemporary,4 remarking on the fact that

some 700 medical societies are entitled to representation
at the American Medicai, Association, says that the
United States must be the irhappy hunting-ground" of
medical organizations. It further states the fact that
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